With Pitain at Vichy

GENERAL CHARLES HUNTZIGER, France's Minister of War,
was killed in the air at 1.03 p.m. Wednesday, November is.
I reached Vichy in a little French plane the same after-
noon. Rain had been dropping in a fair-sized cloudburst at
Lyon, and a half-hour out of Vichy a full fog closed in on
my ship. You couldn't see the wing tips. I never went
through tighter stuff. The windows of the droning plane
were packed tight. We were flying through solid cotton.
Nobody likes to fly in fog, and I certainly did not like it that
day.
We circled Vichy for about an hour and made as many
tries as we could for the landing-field. The pilot would ease
the ship lower and lower in a half stall and then give it the
gun for a quick climb when he saw no break in ceiling near
the ground. The airport people were trying to talk the
plane down through the earphones, and when you see that
happening to a French pilot you are looking at something.
Suddenly he put her down. We went into the lunch room at
the edge of the field, had a cup of coffee and a very long
smoke.
" Je suis content d'etre redescendu" said the pilot.
" Plenty content" said I.
It seems that General Huntziger was flying to Vichy too.
He was on the way back from a meeting with General
Maxime Weygand in Algiers. The War Minister's plane
was circling over Vichy when I was. But he had a large
ship. It couldn't land on that field in such a fog. The
ground control notified Huntziger's plane that the weather
was clear at Marseilles and told him to turn back there for
an alternate landing. The pilot acknowledged the radio
direction and headed away from the field. The plane
crashed in the hills south of Vichy. The general and all in
the plane were killed.
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